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U.s. iaie leamz ng of Sudmeam |

" By Patrick E. Tyler o
and Michael Getler
Washington Post Staft Writers . - .
For at least three hours after
Fgyptian President Anwar Sadat
was assassinated last ~week,. the .
White House was .being told by
Ezyptian authorities and American.
diplomatie and intelligence:. officials. |
in Cairo-that. he was-stilk.aliye,.and :,
the Reagan administration: was re-:
acting to the crisis on that basis, ac-
cordmo to knowledgeable admm\aa'
tration-sources. .
These sources also reveared that,
the CTA has hegun a comprehensive .
investigation of the episodes. The -
main goal is o détermmé'lf‘there_

e e ——

was any mvolvement., direct or in-
direct, in the assassination by foreign
powers such as Libya. ... )
In addition, the report also is to
assess the U.S. response during the
unfolding crisis. The-report is ex-
pected to he presented to the White
House in 2bout two weeks, - o]
In addition, the sources said that
President. Reagan and .Vice™ Presi-
dent Bush stayed away from the
Sadat funeral . partly because the
Libyan ruler, Col. Muammer Qad¢
daf,.had discussed. possible assassi-
nation plots against Reagan with
“some of his fnends, and that these
conversations had been picked up by
U.S: intelligence, == 2R A g
The alleged threats- against Read
gan reportedly came around the time
of the August aerial dogfight over
the Guif of Sidra during which US..
cartier- jets shot down two ‘Soviet-
built Libyan warplanes. .. . ..
Officials close to-the situation say
Reagan and other top U.S. officials
first heard that Sadat was dead from ]
American television repom. R
These’ reports, coming amnd the
chaos’and confusion of the attack on
Sadat, wete labeled immediately as
invalid by Egyptian leaders and the
American Embassy in Cairo. - =
The sources said there were two
‘main reasons for the confusion and
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'by-tﬁe&UrS ambasgador to Calro Altred-

. stunned American leaders, “who - had

. east, the killing did not set off a panic in ]

.Or an mvasron by . foreign armies, this’

;'reacted.‘nght -away ‘and informed. the;]

uncertainty about whether Sadat was
dead or alive in those first crucial hours.

..Qne key reason why Washington be- :
IxevedrSadat was. still alive was an incor-

reel: eyewntness assessment that he was |

onTy slightly--wounded. The aesessmenh
was ‘telephoned. to the State Departmenti

Li=Atherton Jetx 25
"ﬂﬁierton«,wh(,. was’ omthe rev:ewmg‘

stand; is understood to have thought Vice
President’ Hosni . Mubarak was gravely
wounded and carried out of the reviewing
stand on a streteher, and not Sadat.
* The sources'stressed ‘that, in the tur-
moil at the scene, with everybody duck
ing for cover, such: “confusion was: under-
standable. Mubarak -and Sadat-were
wearing military uniforms and were |
seated next to each other. The senior
CIA ofticial in Egypt reportedly was 1fot |
at the parade site. -
“ The second major reason for the delay

in learning that Sadat had been killed:
was that the tiny circle of Egyptian of-.
ficials who knew what was ‘happening |
were continuing to tell the American Em- | |
bassy that Sadat was still alive long after | K
he had died from multiple wounds. '
_They did so for what U.S. officials pre-
sume_to be understandable reasons: to

- government

gain a little time to settle down and fi g- .
ure out what to do next.
Though the assassination of Sadat i

[

spent. millions of dollars’in recent years+
to protect the man they considered one |
of the central American allies in the Mld-

Washmgton hecause there were no vns:ble-
signs.of a breakdown of pohtlcal order n:
Egypt. ' :

Some- admxmstratlon ofﬁclals sald that
if the assassination ‘had been linked to an
attempted overthrow of the government,

would have been ‘quickly apparent, and;
that the: Egyptwn ‘authorities would have-

L SR s

‘Ameri

"and made the first full report of events to

 pital at nearby Maadl 10 minutes after

]

Slmrlarfy,-theqe sources said l;hat keyi
portions of the Fgyptian government,
fihcluding the police, military authorities
“auict other security and mtelhgence forces.
were in place. . -

Qfticials explamed that in a coup the }
security apparatus i3 usually the first |
thing that would break down or show
signs of upheaval.. :

. Sources say they believe that the Umt—

ed States, via-a telephone ¢all from Egyp-
tian officials to Atherton, was the first
informed about® Sadat’s
death after the decxsxon way made to ac;;
knowledge T C N e PROAE

- White House. officials are known to 5&4
dnturbed by the confusing’ and: belated | *

intelligence reportmg from Catro in the
chaotic hours after Sadat and a- numberg
of epectators were shewered mth autoz1
‘matic weapons fire and grenade shrapnel
by four military-garbed: assassins who
attacked at 7:10 a.m. Washington time. -
One official who is familiar with the
ensuing sequence -of events said the. first:
report from the scene was telephoned in
by Atherton. “Thefi rst report had Mu2
barak appearing - fo. be gravely mjured
. and carried off on a stretcher the;
omcml said. - ‘ : -
© “As a matter-of fact in the first. hour
.we thought. He ¥ was the.. mést. serxously
s wounded.”- At the”: same’_time- Atherton
reported thal: Sadat was standing and’
had suftered a wound i his side and one

in his hand=¥As:it turns out, they were|

essentlally reversed;” the official said: 73
‘Atherton; raced-to the. U.S.: Embassy

the State Department on a secure tele-
‘phone line, which remained open ]
throughout the morning. -

+ When Sadat arrived at a. mlhtary hos-

Athe shooting he was reported to be'in"a
‘coma, with no detectable heartbeat ancH
with blood streaming from l'us mouth.

" There were-two bullet wounds in the
lefk side of his cheat. ona i the-neck and-




